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Grade 7 Writing 
Expository Prompt 

 
 

 
READ the following quotation.

If you run into a wall, don’t turn around and give up.
Figure out how to climb it, go through it, or work
around it.

—Michael Jordan

THINK about the following statement.

No one can achieve success without overcoming obstacles.

WRITE an essay explaining the importance of never giving up.

Be sure to —

•  clearly state your controlling idea
•  organize and develop your explanation effectively
•  choose your words carefully
•  use correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and sentences 



STAAR Grade 7 Expository Writing 

Score Point 1 

The essay represents a very limited writing performance.  

Organization/Progression 

 The organizing structure of the essay is inappropriate to the purpose or the 
specific demands of the prompt. The writer uses organizational strategies 
that are only marginally suited to the explanatory task, or they are 
inappropriate or not evident at all. The absence of a functional organizational 
structure causes the essay to lack clarity and direction. 

 Most ideas are generally related to the topic specified in the prompt, but the 
controlling idea is missing, unclear, or illogical. The writer may fail to 
maintain focus on the topic, may include extraneous information, or may 
shift abruptly from idea to idea, weakening the coherence of the essay. 

 The writer’s progression of ideas is weak. Repetition or wordiness sometimes 
causes serious disruptions in the essay. At other times the lack of transitions 
and sentence-to-sentence connections causes the writer to present ideas in a 
random or illogical way, making one or more parts of the essay unclear or 
difficult to follow.  

Development of Ideas  

 The development of ideas is weak. The essay is ineffective because the writer 
uses details and examples that are inappropriate, vague, or insufficient.  

 The essay is insubstantial because the writer’s response to the prompt is 
vague or confused. In some cases, the essay as a whole is only weakly linked to 
the prompt. In other cases, the writer develops the essay in a manner that 
demonstrates a lack of understanding of the expository writing task. 

Use of Language/Conventions 

 The writer’s word choice may be vague or limited. It reflects little or no 
awareness of the expository purpose and does not establish a tone 
appropriate to the task. The word choice may impede the quality and clarity 
of the essay. 

 Sentences are simplistic, awkward, or uncontrolled, significantly limiting the 
effectiveness of the essay. 

 The writer has little or no command of sentence boundaries and age-
appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage 
conventions. Serious and persistent errors create disruptions in the fluency of 
the writing and sometimes interfere with meaning. 
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Score Point 1 
The student demonstrates a lack of understanding of the expository writing task by providing a 
story about a basketball player who learns the value of practicing and helps his team win a 
championship. Because the response is a narrative, the details and organizational structure are 
inappropriate to the specific demands of the prompt, causing this piece to be a very limited writing 
performance. 
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Score Point 1 
The controlling idea of this expository composition is that you will never become what you want to 
be if you give up on your dream. The writer attempts to develop this idea by offering a personal 
example about wanting to take care of animals; however, the progression of ideas is weakened by 
the repetition of the concepts that the writer loves animals, wants to take care of animals, and will 
never give up, with little extension beyond these repeated ideas. As a result, there are serious 
disruptions in the fluency of the writing, and the development of the ideas is weakened by generality. 
This represents a very limited writing performance. 
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Score Point 1 
This expository composition is focused on the premise that if you give up, you may never be 
successful; however, there is little support for this controlling idea. The writer mentions overcoming 
fear to become a catcher and working really hard to become the A-team starting point guard, but these 
ideas are vague and insufficiently developed. In addition, the repetition of the idea of overcoming 
obstacles and of the phrase "never giving up" weakens the writer’s progression of ideas, resulting in a 
very limited writing performance. 



  STAAR G            rade 7                                         
  April 2013                                                                                              Expository – 4 

 
Score Point 1 
The controlling idea of this expository essay is that you should never give up on your dreams. The 
writer provides vague examples about the consequences of giving up on yourself or your family (you 
will start to doubt yourself, you will not become someone, you will not have a place to sleep or a job, 
and you will have no life). Insufficient development, uncontrolled sentence structure, and numerous 
errors in spelling create disruptions in the fluency of the writing and sometimes interfere with 
meaning, resulting in a very limited writing performance. 



STAAR Grade 7 Expository Writing 

Score Point 2 

The essay represents a basic writing performance.  

Organization/Progression 

 The organizing structure of the essay is evident but may not always be 
appropriate to the purpose or the specific demands of the prompt. The essay 
is not always clear because the writer uses organizational strategies that are 
only somewhat suited to the expository task. 

 Most ideas are generally related to the topic specified in the prompt, but the 
writer’s controlling idea is weak or somewhat unclear. The lack of an effective 
controlling idea or the writer’s inclusion of irrelevant information interferes 
with the focus and coherence of the essay.  

 The writer’s progression of ideas is not always logical and controlled. 
Sometimes repetition or wordiness causes minor disruptions in the flow of 
the essay. At other times transitions and sentence-to-sentence connections 
are too perfunctory or weak to support the flow of the essay or show the 
relationships among ideas. 

Development of Ideas  

 The development of ideas is minimal. The essay is superficial because the 
writer uses details and examples that are not always appropriate or are too 
briefly or partially presented. 

 The essay reflects little or no thoughtfulness. The writer’s response to the 
prompt is sometimes formulaic. The writer develops the essay in a manner 
that demonstrates only a limited understanding of the expository writing 
task. 

Use of Language/Conventions 

 The writer’s word choice may be general or imprecise. It reflects a basic 
awareness of the expository purpose but does little to establish a tone 
appropriate to the task. The word choice may not contribute to the quality 
and clarity of the essay. 

 Sentences are awkward or only somewhat controlled, weakening the 
effectiveness of the essay. 

 The writer demonstrates a partial command of sentence boundaries and age-
appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage 
conventions. Some distracting errors may be evident, at times creating minor 
disruptions in the fluency or meaning of the writing.  

Texas Education Agency 
Student Assessment Division 

April 2013 



       STAAR Grade 7                                                
        April 2013                                                                                               Expository – 5  

 
Score Point 2 
The writer of this expository composition states the controlling idea that it takes hard work to get 
through everyday life and that some people face problems that force them to work extra hard. The 
writer's ideas reflect little thoughtfulness and are minimally supported by brief examples of people with 
cancer or other illnesses versus healthy people who work extra hard to change things in society that they 
don't agree with. The writer's progression of ideas is not controlled because transitions and sentence-to-
sentence connections are too weak to support the flow of the essay or to show the relationships among 
ideas, resulting in a basic writing performance. 
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Score Point 2 
In this basic performance, the writer asserts that no matter what happens, you need to keep moving 
forward. The writer attempts to support this controlling idea by citing specific technological and 
mathematical advancements as great achievements made by people who never gave up. However, even 
with these examples, the overall development is too briefly presented to go beyond superficial 
explanation. 
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Score Point 2 
This composition is mostly focused on the importance of never giving up, but the controlling idea is 
weak because the writer addresses two ideas: not giving up and not completing things. Appropriate 
transitions strengthen the progression of ideas in the second paragraph, but the development of the 
ideas remains superficial because the writer’s personal example of winning a game is too briefly 
presented. The word choice is effective; however, some distracting spelling errors (whant, leting, 
complet) create minor disruptions in the fluency of the writing. Overall, this writer has demonstrated a 
basic writing performance. 
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Score Point 2 
In this basic writing performance, the writer’s controlling idea is that “the key in life to being successful 
is to never give up.” Repetition of the ideas of never giving up and setting or reaching goals causes 
minor disruptions in the flow of the essay. The specific examples of being successful in basketball and 
taking the STAAR test are vague and too briefly presented, resulting in overall superficial development. 

 
 
 
 
 



STAAR Grade 7 Expository Writing 

Score Point 3 

The essay represents a satisfactory writing performance.  

Organization/Progression 

 The organizing structure of the essay is, for the most part, appropriate to the 
purpose and responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The essay is 
clear because the writer uses organizational strategies that are adequately 
suited to the expository task. 

 The writer establishes a clear controlling idea. Most ideas are related to the 
controlling idea and are focused on the topic specified in the prompt. The 
essay is coherent, though it may not always be unified due to minor lapses in 
focus. 

 The writer’s progression of ideas is generally logical and controlled. For the 
most part, transitions are meaningful, and sentence-to-sentence connections 
are sufficient to support the flow of the essay and show the relationships 
among ideas. 

Development of Ideas  

 The development of ideas is sufficient because the writer uses details and 
examples that are specific and appropriate, adding some substance to the 
essay. 

 The essay reflects some thoughtfulness. The writer’s response to the prompt 
is original rather than formulaic. The writer develops the essay in a manner 
that demonstrates a good understanding of the expository writing task. 

Use of Language/Conventions 

 The writer’s word choice is, for the most part, clear and specific. It reflects an 
awareness of the expository purpose and establishes a tone appropriate to 
the task. The word choice usually contributes to the quality and clarity of the 
essay. 

 Sentences are varied and adequately controlled, for the most part 
contributing to the effectiveness of the essay. 

 The writer demonstrates an adequate command of sentence boundaries and 
age-appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage 
conventions. Although some errors may be evident, they create few (if any) 
disruptions in the fluency of the writing, and they do not affect the clarity of 
the essay. 
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Score Point 3 
In this satisfactory writing performance, the writer establishes a clear controlling idea (it is important to 
never give up because perseverance is the only way to achieve your goals and be successful). For the 
most part, transitions are meaningful, and sentence-to-sentence connections are sufficient to support the 
flow of the essay and to show the relationships among ideas. The historical example of Thomas Edison’s 
perseverance in developing the light bulb is specific and appropriate, adding some substance to the essay. 
Overall, the progression of ideas is generally logical and controlled, and the writer demonstrates a good 
understanding of the expository writing task. 
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Score Point 3 
The writer asserts that you must always push through, even in arduous times. Taking a philosophical 
approach, the writer supports the controlling idea with examples of Shawn Johnson and the Texas 
Rangers, who never gave up because they craved something and had a powerful drive to work hard for 
it. The writer adds some substance to the essay by explaining that when you are passionate about 
something, you will keep pushing even when you are at your breaking point. The introduction and 
conclusion are purposeful, and the writer’s word choice is clear and specific. In addition, the writer 
demonstrates an adequate command of conventions in this satisfactory writing performance. 



        STAAR Grade 7                                                    
        April 2013                                                                                             Expository – 11  

 
Score Point 3 
In this satisfactory writing performance, the writer establishes the controlling idea that when you don’t 
give up, you prove how strong you can be. The writer develops this idea by offering two personal 
examples of times when she stayed strong and as a result was able to achieve her goals in ballet and on 
a fitness test. Although the transition between these two examples could be stronger, the progression of 
ideas is generally logical and controlled. The writer demonstrates an adequate command of conventions 
and a good understanding of the expository task. 
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Score Point 3 
The controlling idea of this satisfactory response is that it is important to never give up because once 
you give up on one thing, you will continue to give up on more and more things until you have nothing 
left to give up on except life itself. Taking a philosophical approach, the writer adds sufficient 
development and some thoughtfulness by including effective rhetorical questions as well as several 
examples of outcomes that resulted from people not giving up (children with an illness, cavemen 
making fire, Sam Houston defeating Santa Anna's army, children learning). The sentences are varied 
and adequately controlled, and the writer demonstrates a good understanding of the expository task. 



STAAR Grade 7 Expository Writing 
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Score Point 4 

The essay represents an accomplished writing performance.  

Organization/Progression 

 The organizing structure of the essay is clearly appropriate to the purpose 
and responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The essay is skillfully 
crafted because the writer uses organizational strategies that are particularly 
well suited to the expository task. 

 The writer establishes a clear controlling idea. All ideas are strongly related to 
the controlling idea and are focused on the topic specified in the prompt. By 
sustaining this focus, the writer is able to create an essay that is unified and 
coherent. 

 The writer’s progression of ideas is logical and well controlled. Meaningful 
transitions and strong sentence-to-sentence connections enhance the flow of 
the essay by clearly showing the relationships among ideas, making the 
writer’s train of thought easy to follow. 

Development of Ideas  

 The development of ideas is effective because the writer uses details and 
examples that are specific and well chosen, adding substance to the essay. 

 The essay is thoughtful and engaging. The writer may choose to use his/her 
unique experiences or view of the world as a basis for writing or to connect 
ideas in interesting ways. The writer develops the essay in a manner that 
demonstrates a thorough understanding of the expository writing task. 

Use of Language/Conventions 

 The writer’s word choice is purposeful and precise. It reflects a keen 
awareness of the expository purpose and maintains a tone appropriate to the 
task. The word choice strongly contributes to the quality and clarity of the 
essay. 

 Sentences are purposeful, varied, and well controlled, enhancing the 
effectiveness of the essay. 

 The writer demonstrates a consistent command of sentence boundaries and 
age-appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage 
conventions. Although minor errors may be evident, they do not detract from 
the fluency of the writing or the clarity of the essay. The overall strength of 
the conventions contributes to the effectiveness of the essay. 
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Score Point 4 
The writer of this unified and coherent philosophical response provides thoughtful ideas to support the 
clear controlling idea that perseverance must be shown in order to reach a difficult goal. The 
presentation of these ideas is enhanced by precise word choice that reflects a thorough understanding of 
the expository writing task (they came across blockades longer than the Nile and taller than Mount 
Everest). In addition, both the introduction and the conclusion add substance and thoughtfulness to the 
essay. Varied, well-controlled sentences and the overall strength of the conventions further contribute 
to the effectiveness of this accomplished writing performance. 
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Score Point 4 
Following an engaging introduction that offers "absurd" examples of a football player and a police 
officer giving up, the writer explains why these people should continue to work through hardships. The 
writer uses specific details and examples, including a Thomas Edison quotation, to reflect on his own 
motivation to persevere and to establish the controlling idea (No matter how intimidating and daunting 
whatever tasks lay before me may be, it is my job to overcome the roadblocks and leap over the 
hurdles). With varied, well-controlled sentences and precise word choice, this writer presents a 
thoughtful, unified, and accomplished writing performance. 
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Score Point 4 
This accomplished writing performance is focused on the controlling idea that a person who never 
gives up will have increased confidence and self-esteem. With varied sentences and precise word 
choice that enhance the presentation of ideas, the essay is thoughtful and engaging. The writer has 
developed the ideas effectively by using an example of a runner who feels a sense of pride as well as 
specific personal examples of times he felt rewarded for persevering through difficulties (playing the 
violin, trying out for PACE). Both the introduction and the conclusion add substance to the essay. 
Overall, the writer reflects a keen awareness of the expository purpose.  
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Score Point 4 
In this accomplished performance, the writer promptly establishes the controlling idea that no one can 
achieve success without overcoming obstacles. The essay is skillfully crafted, with the writer 
sustaining Michael Jordan’s metaphor of breaking through “walls” throughout the response. This 
organizational strategy strengthens the focus and coherence. Thoughtful ideas are developed 
effectively with well-chosen examples, such as the character Stanley in the book Holes and 
professional basketball players. The writer's purposeful and precise word choice enhances the quality 
and clarity of the response. In addition, both the introduction and the conclusion add substance and 
thoughtfulness, demonstrating the writer's thorough understanding of the expository writing task. 




